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Protecting Peach Trees in Winter,.

Among the many obstacles in the way
of maintaining peach orchards long in
good bearing condition, Is the effect
which extremely cold weather has upon
the trees. The peach is a tender va-

riety. It is susceptible to meteorological
changes. It frequently happens that In
particular localities all the peach trees
aw killed or damaged during one winter.

The Missouri Experiment Station has
been investigating this subject and has
tested several methods of protecting
peach trees in winter and Professor
Whitten has lately reported the results.
He says winter-killin- g of the fruit buds
of the peach is usually due to the un-

favorable effects of freezing, after they
have been stimulated Into growth by
warm weather during winter or early
spring. The early swelling and growth
of the buds is due to the warmth they
receive from the sun on bright days, is
practically independent of root action,
and may take place on warm, sunny days
In winter, while the roots are frozen
and dormant.

Shading or whitening peach trees to
prevent their absorbing heat on sunny
days, opposes growth of the buds, and
is, consequently, a protective measure.
Whitening the twigs and buds by spray-
ing them with lime whitewash is, on ac-

count of its cheapness and beneficial
effects, the most promising method of
winter protection tried at the station.

The Sorghum Sugar Industry.
A petition to enjoin the foreclosure

of a mortgage on the Fort Scott sorghum
sugar factory reminds Kansas people
what a hard time the sorghum industry
has had to get as far as it did.

The writer of this had his first ex-

perience with Chinese sugar cane (sor-
ghum) In 1861, when he made several
barrels of first-clas- s sirup, and the next
spring found some nice brown sugar in
the bottom of one of the barrels. Ever
since he came to Kansas he has been
a believer in sorghum. He remembers
well the first meetings held in the State
to arouse an interest in the subject of
making sugar here at home from our

-- own cane. He watched every effort in
that direction, and when factories were
at last actually at work it seemed that
with the aid of State and national bounty
the business ought to succeed. But they
are all gone, even to what many of us
had hoped would be a monument to the
energy and public spirit of W. L. Park'
inson.

The trouble and we all see it now
was that a successful operation of a
sorghum sugar factory requires more
cash capital than any of our people could
command. Let a company of expe-

rienced sugar men, with half a million
ready money to start with, and an equal
amount of reserve capital to draw upon,
go into the business of making sorghum
sugar in Kansas and it wilt be able to
duplicate its enterprise In ten years.

Kansas Kaffir Corn in England.

The order from London (England) for
Kansas Kaffir corn received by a Wich-
ita grain dealer Is encouraging. The
writer says he has been unable to get
any considerable quantity, though he
could have placed many hundred car-
loads lately if he had been able to pur-
chase It. The twenty cars which he
used in introducing the grain graded
better than that brought from France,
Persia, Syria or Smyrna.

The price has fallen some of late, 60
cents a bushel, or $4.80 a quarter (eight
bushels) being the present enough if
it last, to pay better than Indian
corn.

This is a matter well worth the con-
sideration of Kansas farmers. Our soil,
more especially in the western portion
of the State, is peculiarly well adapted
to the growth Jf Kaffir corn. The cli-
matic conditions there are such that
Kaffir, and other varieties of the sor-
ghum genus grow readily and mature
well, while many plants with which
eastern farmers are familiar, would not
mature one year In five.

The fodder of Kaffir Is good rough
feed for horses, cattle and sheep, the
seed when crushed Is excellent for hogs
and horses. The cost of raising it is
not as great as that attending the pro-
duction of heavy, tall, yellow corn, while
the average yield of seed is about the
same. And now that a market is open-
ing abroad for it there is that additional
inducement to our farmers to raise it
in larger quantities.

The Beardon Process Butter.
Dr. Salmon, chief of the National Bu-

reau of Animal Industry, has been ex-
amining the Beardon process of butter-makin- g,

which consists of churning a
quantit7 of butter with cream. After
having subjected samples to careful an
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alytical tests, an expert says this kind
of butter cannot be classified as cream
ery, imitation creamery, factory or dairy
butter, and we have no grading on any
other kind of butter except these kinds
I find these samples poor in flavor; the
grain is badly broken, showing that It
has been much overworked, and is very
salvy consider it unfit ,for table use;
only use that could be made of it would
be to a cheap class of bakers' trade.

Dr. Salmon reports as follows: "By
following the directions In the patent
and using the quality of cream which
one would naturally take for this pur
pose, a product will be obtained which
resembles butter In some respects. It
does contain, as claimed, a little. more of
the phosphatlc and other elements that
supply the tissue wants of the human
body, than Is found in good "butter, but
dairymen endeavor to wash and work
the se elements out of their butter because
they furnish food for bacteria which
cause the butter to spoil. As human
food, the product cannot be said to be
better than butter, for the reason that it
contains less fat and more water. The
slight Increase in nitrogenous constitu-
ents amounts to little, from this stand-
point, as the same can be obtained in
much cheaper and better form in milk

Farm
The probable corn average for 1897 Is

now put at 23.7 bushels per acre, for the
United States.

Notes.

In the drought-stricke- n parts of Ohio
farmers have found poultry a profitable
crop. One farm at Winchester has
shipped 7,000 turkeys and It Is estimated
that 25,000 will be marketed In other
counties.

A formerly-of-Kans- man now in
London, writes to an old acquaintance
In Wichita for a lot of Kaffir corn. He
says the Kansas article is superior to
that which he receives from Persia and
Smyrna.

Chicago Drovers' Journal thinks
sheepmen should feel very well satisfied
with present prices when compared with
a year ago. Sheep are $11.50 higher
than this time last year, a very gratify'
lng difference. This Improvement has
encouraged an unusual demand for feed
lng sheep, for it is evident that many
believe that prices will continue upward.
Those who bought early, when prices
were low, will have two good chances to
come out ahead. First, because they got
their sheep cheap, but chiefly because
they will be ahead of the procession
when the fed sheen begin to flood the
market.

James L. Harris, of the Union stock
yards, Chicago, having completed a trip
over Missouri, Kansas, Colorado, Ne
braska and Iowa, Says 25 per cent, more
cattle and 35 per cent, more sheep will
be fed this season in the corn belt States
than ever before. Swift & Co. alone
have 310,000 sheep on feed, mostly in
Nebraska, and at Fort Collins, Col., 200,
000 sheep are being fed. He says there
are 5,000,000 sheep and 2,500,000. cattle
being fed In Nebraska alone, and that
Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska and Iowa
will control the meat supply. Nebraska
Is getting most of the Texas feed cattle,
there being 65,000 head now on feed
along the Northwestern road.

The State of Washington shipped its
first load of apples east last week. The
Seattle announces
with commendable pride, because, as it
says, this shipment Is regarded as the
entering wedge which will result in
opening the markets of the East to
Washington fruit. Conditions are such
In that State that all crops, especially
the apple crop, maintain a higher per-
centage of success than in any other sec
tion of the union. Fruit growers believe
that as the demand for Washington ap-
ples In the East increases as it is bound
to do when their excellent quality is
known a steady market will be found
for the surplus products of the Wash-
ington orchards.

"Among the Ozark."
"The Land of Big Red Apples" Is an

attractive and Interesting book, hand-
somely Illustrated with views of south
Missouri scenery, Including the famous
Olden fruit farm of 3,000 acres In Howell
county. It pertains to fruit raising in
that great fruit belt of America, the
southern slope of the Ozarks, and will
prove of great value, not only to fruit
growers, but to every fanner and home--
seeker looking for a farm and a home.
Mailed free. Address J. E. Lockwood,
Kansas City, Mo.
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SIXTH. STREET, T0PEKA,

Quincy Topeka, Kansas.

IT HE BUY:

CATTLE

IRS

SHEEP

CALVES.

We pay he highest market price

for all live stock.

Sell your stock at Topeka and

save in shrinkage from

East.
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Santa Fe Route-Califor- nia limited.
The California Limited now runs twlca

a week between Chicago and Las An
geles, via Santa Fe Route. The third
annual season for this magnificent train.

Equipment of superb vestlbuled Pull-
man palace sleepers, buffet smoking car,
and through dining car managed by Mr.
Fred Harvey. Most luxurious service
via any line, and the fastest time.

Another express train, carrying pal-
ace and tourist sleepers, leaves daily for
California.

Inquire of Local Agent A., T. & S. F.
Ry.

The Union I'uclflc
Passes through the best cities and towns
of Kansas, Colorado, Wyoming and
Utah, and is the best route to Denver,
Cheyenne, Salt Lake City, San Fran
cisco, Portland and all Puget Sound
points.

The advantages gained by traveling
via the Union Pacific are aulck time, un- -
equaled service, magnificent equipment,
double drawing-roo- m Pullman palace
sleepers, Pullman dining cars, free re-
clining chair cars, Pullman tourist sleep-
ers.

For time tables, pamphlets descriptive
of the country traversed, rates of fare,
sleeping car accommodations, or any
other Information, apply to F. A. Lewis,
City Ticket Agent.

J. C. Fulton, Depot Agent
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Foot of St.,

shipping

farther

Beef,

Capita! Pressed Beef,

Lunch Han,

Boneless Pip' Feet,

Bolipa Saisase,

All of Vpp vry to?t 2iIUy that
can be made.

For all wholesome and dainty foods use
our O. K. LAKD. It is absolutely-pure- , and
when once tried will always be used.


